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This report relates to and is based on the report already submitted to the at the end of February 2008 by my expert colleague Prof. Henry Mazille (Appendix). I fully agree with his report and the recommendations given there. Therefore besides an additional lengthy report from my side I would like to focus on the most important points. 

1. The objective of my visit to Marocco was to evaluate the current situation and the progress of the project “TEMPUS FORGEMAT CD-JEP-33008-2005. In order get a better insight into the national context of the master course materials science program at the FSTM at we decided to visit additionally other colleagues at universities and companies at Rabat and Casablanca.
2. During the meeting at the FSTM at Marrakech we met all the faculty members of the materials science and engineering master program. All of them are very motivated and ambitious to create a high standard master program which can compete with international standards. It is now important that they are not forced by the “Moroccan Emergency Program aiming for 10 000 engineers until 2010” to increase strongly the number of currently 24 students which were thoroughly selected. This would lead to an overload in teaching at the costs of teaching quality and research capability. Additionally experimental equipment is needed for lab work as well as research which is the basis for a PhD program. We strongly recommend that the dean of the faculty FST at Marrakech supports financially the transport costs for equipment which is delivered for free for the materials science master program from the European partners.
3. For the final success of the materials science program at the FST of Marrakech it is most important that it is strongly linked to the local industry. An effort was undertaken to evaluate the needs of the local companies in the field of materials technology and science. In addition we propose that during our next stay at Marrakech we should meet together with two faculty members the directors of leading Moroccan companies where materials technology and science plays a most important role. In our opinion this interaction is a win-win situation for both the university and the companies. It should be considered whether a representative of a big Moroccan materials technology company is included into the steering committee.
4. We strongly support the training of the students in English language. Internships at companies with two supervisors – one industrial and one from the FST- are planned and highly recommended.
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